
MINUTES OF THE March 14, 2005 SAUK CENTRE 


PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION MEETING


CALL TO ORDER:

1.
The regular meeting of the Sauk Centre Public Utilities Commission was called to order by Vice-President Dave Thomas at 4:30 p.m. on March 14, 2005 at the office of the Sauk Centre Public Utilities Commission. Commissioners present were Jerry Rutten, Ted Spanier, and Rich Bullard. Also present was Superintendent Marty Sunderman. City Administrator Steve Bloom arrived at 4:45 p.m. and Commissioner Dennis Rykken arrived at 4:55 p.m.


MINUTES:

2.
By general consent, the following sets of minutes were approved:

     
a. The minutes of the last regular commission

   meeting held on February 14, 2005.

b. The shortened version for publication of the 

   February 14, 2005 minutes.

UTILITY BILLS:


3a.
A motion was introduced by Commissioner Thomas and seconded by Commissioner Bullard that the following utility bills be approved: 



The full listing of the February, 2005 accounts payable in the amount of $310,702.02. This motion carried unanimously five to zero.

FINANCIAL REPORTS:

4a&b.  By general consent, the commission approved all of the financial and investment reports as presented by Superintendent Sunderman.

    CORRESPONDENCE AND MEETINGS:


5a.    The next regular meeting of the Sauk Centre Public Utilities Commission will be held on April 11, 2005 at 4:30 p.m.  


5b.   The commission was informed by Superintendent Sunderman that Ted Fields P.E. of Bonestroo, Anderlik & Associates advised the SCPUC to abandon the five monitoring wells at the PUC’s sludge disposal site. This is due to a change in policy from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency that says there is no more sampling or analysis required. After some discussion, Commissioner Spanier made a motion, with a second from Commissioner Bullard to approve abandoning the five well sites.

     The motion carried unanimously five to zero.

     5c.    The Commission will meet with Mike Theilen, P.E. of SEH on Tuesday, March 22, 2005 at 4:30 p.m. to discuss the electrical distribution system. 

5d.   The American Public Power Association’s 2005 National Conference this year will be held at Anaheim, California June 18-22, 2005.   Commissioners Rykken, Spanier and Thomas plan to attend.  If for some reason one of them cannot attend, Superintendent Sunderman will attend.

     5e.  Missouri River Energy Services annual meeting is scheduled for May 11-12, 2005 in Sioux Falls, SD. Commissioner Rykken, Superintendent Sunderman and Secretary Rachey will attend this meeting.

        OLD BUSINESS:

     6a.   Superintendent Sunderman informed the Commission that Mark Janovec of Bonestroo, Rosene, Anderlik and Associates has made the changes to the final draft of the Wellhead Protection Plan. The updated plan is printed and being sent to the corresponding agencies involved. A meeting is set for Tuesday, March 22nd at 9:30 a.m. in the City of Melrose’s Council Room to discuss Wellhead Protection activities that we can collaborate on and involve Stearns County Partners based on the information we have. Superintendent Sunderman and Secretary Rachey will attend this meeting.  

     6b. The Commission was updated on the progress of the computer mapping program by Superintendent Sunderman. Water and sewer mapping is 99% completed. As builts of the water and sewer system are now on CD’s. 

NEW BUSINESS:

     7a.  Mike Roach was in attendance to discuss a water and wastewater service hook-up for property he owns near Walnut Street and the Lake Wobegon bike trail. After some discussion, Commissioner Rutten made a motion, with a second from Commissioner Thomas to approve the installation of a sewer manhole to replace the existing clean-out manhole and to do a directional boar from the manhole to his property. The motion carried unanimously five to zero.

7b.   Superintendent Sunderman discussed the possibility of purchasing a Mini Camera Inspection System for use on the wastewater system. This would be useful in locating sewer services.  After further discussion the commission asked Mr. Sunderman to get some quotes together for next month’s regular meeting.

COMMISSIONERS ITEMS:

     8a.   Jim Jauss was present to discuss the under billing of his utilities from July 2002 to July 2004 with the commission. After some discussion, the commission and Mr. Jauss came to an agreement. A motion was made by Commissioner Bullard and seconded by Commissioner Spanier, that Mr. Jauss would pay half of the under billed amount. The motion carried unanimously five to zero.

     8b.  Commissioner Rykken gave a report on the Minnesota Municipal Utilities Association's Legislative Rally that he and Commissioner Thomas had attended from March 9-11, 2005 in Saint Paul, Minnesota.

SUPERINTENDENT’S ITEMS

9a.   Superintendent Sunderman discussed the possibility of purchasing a new van and loader to replace the existing Dodge van and Gehl loader. These units are in the five-year capital improvement plan for the year 2005. A motion was made by Commissioner Rutten and seconded by Commissioner Bullard to have Superintendent Sunderman get quotes on a new van. The motion carried four to zero with one abstaining.

              A second motion was made by Commissioner Spanier and seconded by Commissioner Thomas to have Superintendent Sunderman get quotes on a new loader. The motion carried unanimously five to zero.

9b.   The Commission discussed the Contracted Labor Agreement 

Proposal between the City of Sauk Centre and the Public Utilities 

Commission regarding a Job-Sharing Program. This would employ the 

services of a SCPUC employee for a period of approximately 16 hours a week for an unknown period of time. Commissioner Rutten made a motion which was seconded by Commissioner Spanier to enter into the agreement. The motion carried unanimously five to zero.

9c. 
Superintendent Sunderman reported to the commission that the sewer service line to the old city hall building was not put in during the construction by Dunnick Brothers Construction.  Schurman Excavating did the necessary repairs to fix the sewer service for the amount of $5,020. Sunderman met with Keith Yapp, from Bonestroo and City Administrator Steve Bloom about who should pay the bill.  They decided that the City of Sauk Centre, Bonestroo and the Public Utilities Commission would each pay one-third of the cost. This amount would be equal to $1,673.33.  A motion was made by Commissioner Spanier and seconded by Commissioner Thomas to approve the payment of $1,673.33 to Schurman Excavating.

9d.  Superintendent Sunderman explained to the commission that a short-term disability claim has been filed by an employee in conjunction with the employee using sick leave also.  The commission held some discussion on this issue and decided that it should be discussed with the next union negotiations.
 
      Being no further business, the meeting adjourned.

_______________________________

Mark Rachey, Secretary

Sauk Centre Public Utilities Commission
mr

