
MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 14, 2005 SAUK CENTRE 


PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION MEETING


CALL TO ORDER:

1.
The regular meeting of the Sauk Centre Public Utilities Commission was called to order by President Rykken at 4:30 p.m. on February 14, 2005 at the office of the Sauk Centre Public Utilities Commission. Commissioners present were Dennis Rykken, Dave Thomas and Rich Bullard. Also present was Superintendent Marty Sunderman, City Administrator Steve Bloom and Mark Janovec from Bonestroo. Commissioner Spanier arrived at 4:40 p.m. and Commissioner Rutten at 5:20 p.m.


MINUTES:

2.
By general consent, the following sets of minutes were approved except for a correction in the minutes of the Special Meeting on January 14, 2005. The words “cost of living” should be removed from the Union Negotiation Proposal section:

     
a. The minutes of the Annual Organizational Meeting

   held on January 10, 2005.

b. The minutes of the Regular Monthly Commission Meeting       held immediately after the Organizational Meeting on        January 10, 2005.

c. Shortened Version of the January 10, 2005 minutes to be     used for publication in the Sauk Centre Herald.

d. The minutes of the Special Meeting held on January 

   14,2005. 

UTILITY BILLS:


3a.
A motion was introduced by Commissioner Thomas, seconded by Commissioner Bullard that the following utility bills be approved: 



The full listing of the January, 2005 accounts payable in the amount of $382,138.17. This motion carried unanimously three to zero.

FINANCIAL REPORTS:

4a.  By general consent, the commission approved all of the financial and investment reports as presented by Superintendent Sunderman. A note to correct the wording on line 19 of the Statistics From Power Bills report is to read "Total Xcel Charges" instead of "Total NSP Charges".


CORRESPONDENCE AND MEETINGS:


5a.    The next regular meeting of the Sauk Centre Public Utilities Commission will be held on March 14, 2005 at 4:30 p.m.  


5b.   At 5:00 p.m. the regular meeting was closed and the public hearing on the final approval of the Wellhead Protection Plan was opened. Mark Janovec of Bonestroo, Rosene, Anderlik and Associates started the meeting with a quick overview of the plan. Other attendees were Mike Howe, MN Dept. of Health; Steve Bloom, City Administrator; Don Otte, Stearns County Board Member; Ken Friedrichs, Water Foreman; Duane Ostendorf and John Jennissen, Landowners. Questions from the audience were discussed and answered.  At 5:55 p.m. the public hearing was closed and the regular meeting was re-opened.

     5c.    The Minnesota Municipal Utilities Association's Legislative Rally is scheduled for March 9-11, 2005 in Saint Paul, Minnesota.

     Commissioners Rykken and Thomas along with Superintendent Sunderman will be attending this meeting.

    
OLD BUSINESS:

     6a.    Commissioners toured the Public Utilities warehouse to see the ceiling and lighting improvements.   

NEW BUSINESS:

7a.    The Commission discussed the Non-Union Employee Negotiation wage increase, which excluded Superintendent Sunderman. A motion was made by Commissioner Thomas and seconded by Commissioner Bullard to approve the proposed wage increase of three percent. The motion carried four to one.

7b.   The commission then reviewed Superintendent Sunderman’s wage increase. After reviewing the MMUA Superintendent’s Salary Survey, the commission had some discussion on it. A motion was made by Commissioner Bullard and seconded by Commissioner Thomas to give  
     Superintendent Sunderman a four percent wage increase. The motion carried four to one.


COMMISSIONERS ITEMS:

8a.   Commissioner Rykken gave a report on the American Public Power Association Legislative Rally held in Washington, DC. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S ITEMS

9a.   Superintendent Sunderman received a letter from Stearns County informing him that the Sinclair Lewis Avenue/County Road #17 Project will be bid in the fall of 2005 and work would start in the spring of 2006.

9b.   Superintendent Sunderman also reviewed, with the commission, the results of the 2004 MMUA Rate Survey results. He noted that Sauk Centre's electric utility rate is 34 percent lower than the average electric rate for municipal utilities in the State of Minnesota.

      Being no further business, the meeting adjourned.

_______________________________

Mark Rachey, Secretary

Sauk Centre Public Utilities Commission
mr

